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WORTHAM, John B. (update) 

Asst. Surgeon 
 
 
 

hrough an unfortunate and much regretted 
oversight by the author of Confederate 

Quartermasters, Commissaries, and Agents, the 
research on John B. Wortham by Enrico Aidala was 
omitted from the Second Edition. The records for 
Wortham in the National Archives are sparse. We are 
fortunate to have the following information courtesy 
of Mr. Aidala.  The electronic file addendums to the 
Second Edition allow us the luxury of space to show 
the types of documents found in the files for Officers 
in the website Fold3.com.                                McNeil 
 
 
 
 

The seller told me he bought this note in 
Gettysburg, as signed by John Wortham of the 4th 
Regiment of the Alabama Volunteer Infantry.  

 
I was able, with the nice help of Mr. Rick 

Bryant, from Portland, Oregon, to retrace his history, 
as shown below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John B. Wortham was born in Wilson 

County, Tennessee (father: William H. Wortham; 
mother: Lucy K. Harris), in 1840, according to the 
Census Records and to the Confederate Records [I 
suppose the birth date on FindaGrave is wrong, while 
the death date is correct] (see Find a Grave 
http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&
GRid=96393043). 

At some point prior to 1850 the family 
moved to Madison County, Alabama, where they are 
found on the 1850 census, at Huntsville. On the 1860 
census, they are still in Madison County where John 
B. Wortham practiced medicine, District No. 1, 
Madison Co, Alabama. 

In 1861 he obtained his M.D. degree at 
Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (from Alabama). On April 26th, 1861 he 
joined Company F of the 4th Alabama Infantry, a 
volunteer unit, as a private; Company F was raised in 
Madison County. See below the jacket envelope and 

cards of Confederate Records [also check data from 
Alabama Civil War Service Database at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/civilwar/soldier.cfm?i 
d=226268] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John B. Wortham was enlisted at the age of 
21 years old, under the command of Capt. Egbert J. 
Jones. He was single at that time and he was listed as 
physician. He was present in the Regiment for about 
one year; he participated to the Battle of 1st Manassas 
on July 21st, 1861, where Capt. Egbert J. Jones was 
mortally wounded and to the Battle of Eltham’s 
Landing on May 7th, 1862. He is listed as absent 
(“left sick Camp Jones”) from the Company from 
September 18th, 1861 to December 1861, but he was 
regularly paid on October 31st, 1861. 

In May 1862, after the Battle of 1st 
Manassas, he went to Richmond for his medical 
examination. The date of application of May 28th, 
1862, seen in the Record above, most probably is the 
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date when he left the Camp for Richmond. This 
information was borrowed from the Archives of the 
State of Alabama. The period covered from the date 
the company was organized until January 1st, 1865. 
This record was made December 31st, 1864, during a 
long period of stalemate, when the opposing armies 
were entrenched near Richmond for months. The 
governor of the State of Alabama ordered all 
Alabama volunteer units to compile a complete list of 
all members of each command to include anyone 
who had served in the command at any time up until 
then. These records were not a part of the records of 
the Confederate Army, but were sent back to the 
governor in Montgomery, and they later were placed 
in the archives of the state. The clerk of his company 
would have had no way of knowing his actual 
appointment date, so he used the only date that he 
had in his record to account for what happened to Dr. 
Wortham. 
 
                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His records from the Provisional Army of 
the Confederate States (PACS) clearly show his 
appointment date as August 16th, 1862, with his date 
of rank being back-dated to June 18th, 1862. That is 
likely the date that he passed his medical exam and 
from which date he would receive the pay of a 
Captain in the Cavalry - the rank that Assistant 
Surgeons carried. The records from PACS state also 
to see data from the 2nd Battery, Maryland Artillery, 
where he was assigned from June 18th, 1862, as 
Assistant Surgeon. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On February 25th, 1863 “Assistant surgeon 
J. B. Wortham, Provisional Army Confederate States, 
will proceed without delay to Fredericksburg, Va., 
and report to Major-General J. E. B. Stuart, 
commanding cavalry division, for trial before court-
martial.” [Special Order 47/25]. I cannot find, in any 
way, the reason for this trial! 
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Among the PACS data, there is a document 
of REQUISITION FOR FORAGE for Surgeon J. B. 
Wortham issued 14th July 1863. In this document, as 
well as in his Parole of Honor we could see his 
signature. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He was assigned as the surgeon of the 2nd 
Artillery Company, usually known as the Baltimore 
Battery, part of the Lomax Horse Artillery, a field 
organization composed by independent batteries, 
while some cards, late in 1865, including his Parole 
of Honor, refer to another artillery unit, the Stewart 
Horse Artillery, as written on the cards (I cannot find 
anything about this unit. Maybe it is an error for the 
Stuart’s Horse Artillery, Virginia?). Here you can see 
three documents referring to 2nd Md Arty or 
Baltimore Arty or Lomax Horse Artillery, dated 
1862-1864; the last document, dated 1865 refers to 
Stewarts Horse Arty. 
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The 2nd Artillery Company was active at 
Yellow Tavern, Catoctin Mountain, Frederick, 
Poolesville, and in McCausland’s raid on 
Chambersburg. Later it served as infantry in the 
trenches of Petersburg. It lost 1 killed and 2 wounded 
at Malvern Hill, had 106 men in action at Gettysburg, 
and surrendered with only 1 man. 

At the battle of Yellow Tavern, on May 11th, 
1864, Dr. Wortham was the protagonist of an act of 
courage, described in two books: The Maryland Line 
in the Confederate Army 1861-1865 by W. W. 
Goldsborough and the The Spotsylvania Campaign 
by Gary W. Gallagher. 

“On the 11th the battery took position at 
Yellow Tavern, and soon after the enemy made his 
appearance in force. A heavy encounter ensued, when 
the battery was retired about half a mile. For a time 
there was a lull in the fighting; but upon the arrival of 
General Stuart it was again ordered forward, 
supported by the cavalry, and took position to the left 
of the Brook turnpike, directly in Sheridan’s front. 
The battle was then renewed with great fury. ...Hour 
after hour this savage fight was waged, but no man 
faltered at his post, though the groans of the wounded 
and dying, and the shrieks of maimed and 
disemboweled horses, were enough to appall the 
stoutest heart. But General Stuart was there, watching 
with an anxious eye that little command, upon which 
so much depended, and they fought on, undismayed, 
despite the frightful scenes around them. …Stuart 
had witnessed it all whilst rallying his broken 
cavalry, when seizing the colors of the First Virginia, 
he rode forward, exclaiming, ‘Charge, Virginians, 
and save those brave Marylanders !’ Alas! it was his 
last command on the field of battle, for at the instant 
he received a pistol shot, and was conveyed mortally 
wounded from the field, when his men precipitately 
retreated. Nevertheless, in the confusion and 
excitement of the moment, Lieutenant McNulty, with 
some of the gallant fellows, actually drove two pieces 
off in triumph, despite the efforts of the enemy to 
prevent them. In this desperate battle at Yellow 
Tavern, the battery suffered the loss of many men 
and horses, and two guns, and its brave commander 
was a prisoner in the enemy’s hands. Many were the 
acts of individual heroism displayed whilst the battle 
lasted, one of which I will narrate: During the hottest 
of the fight Private John Hayden was struck by a 
piece of shell, and dreadfully mangled, and would 
have bled to death in a few minutes had not the 
surgeon of the battery, Dr. Wortham, carried him on 
his back into the woods and stanched the 
hemorrhage. In a short time the enemy had 
possession of the field, but carefully concealing 
himself and his charge until they had passed on, he 
that night carried Hayden to a place of safety, where 

he eventually recovered. With the two guns saved 
from the wreck of the battery, Lieutenant McNulty 
crossed the Chickahominy, closely pursued, and took 
position on the right of the road, commanding the 
bridge, where, by a vigorous fire, he checked the 
enemy’s advance and covered the retreat. McNulty 
then pushed on to Old Church and joined the main 
body, which had been there reassembled. On the 13th 
he was ordered to Hanover Junction, where he joined 
the army of General Lee, with which he remained 
until after the battle of Cold Harbor, when he was 
ordered to Early’s command in the Valley of 
Virginia.”  And the following from Gallagher: 

“It was about 4:00 PM when Custer’s six-
regiment strike force moved into Stuart’s line of 
sight. A section of artillery near Yellow Tavern tried 
to soften the Confederate position. Its shells fell 
among the Baltimore Light Artillery with both 
frequency and effect. Shrapnel tore enough the 
battery’s horses, eliciting shrieks unnerving enough 
‘to appal the stoutest heart.’ The shells also sought 
out humans. A fragment badly smashed Pvt. John F. 
Hayden’s shoulder. The battery surgeon, Dr. John B. 
Wortham, heroically hoisted Hayden onto his back 
and staggered off with him into the relative shelter 
offered by nearby woods, where he managed to stop 
the bleeding and save Hayden’s life. Back at the 
battery their comrades finally found the range and 
made Yellow Tavern ‘a decidedly hot place’.” 

On May 8th, 1865 he was Paroled as 
Surgeon, Stuart’s Horse Artillery, Winchester, VA 
[Description: Height: 6 feet; Complexion: fair; Hair: 
dark; Eyes: hazel]. Here is again his signature. 
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On April 25th, 1866 he married, Sarah 
Roberta Baker, Frederick County, Virginia. On May 
28th, 1867, Dr. Wortham received patent No. 65322 
for his invention Improvement in Lamp-Burners, 
while he was still living in Huntsville, Alabama. 

Between 1867 and 1870 he moved to 
Frederick Co, Virginia, and in 1870 he was practicing 
medicine in Stonewall Township, Frederick Co, 
Virginia. Later, on July 31st, 1883, Dr. Wortham 
received another patent, No. 282144, for his 
invention of Syringe Piston, and at that moment he 
was living in Winchester City, Frederick Co, Virginia 
(see the patent illustrations at the end). 

On the 1870 census, he appears, along with 
his wife, Roberta, and 2 year old daughter Norma Lee 
(written as Norman Lee), in Winchester City, 
Frederick Co, Virginia, the place where he lived until 
his death and where he was buried. Here he also 
worked as a photographer (see some examples 
below). As doctors did not necessarily make very 
much money then, he may have started photography 
as a hobby, and then found he could supplement his 
income by becoming a professional photographer. 

In January 1888 his wife Sarah died and Dr. 
Wortham died on August 12th, 1889: he committed 
suicide and this was unexpected. Perhaps he acted 
upon a broken heart? The Georgia Enterprise, August 
22nd, 1889 wrote: “Dr. J. B. Wortham, a prominent 
citizen of Winchester, Va., committed suicide 
Monday, by shooting himself through the head. No 
cause is assigned for the dead.” The New York Times 
also wrote about his death: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He is buried in Mount Hebron Cemetery, 
Winchester City, Virginia. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
My research has got the purpose to show the 
fascinating history of Dr. J. B. Wortham, a 
Confederate Surgeon who was a soldier, a physician, 
a hero and also an inventor and a photographer. I 
bought a note with a signature I believe it is his 
signature, but I would wait for your respected 
opinions. Since the endorsement doesn’t show a date, 
I believe issuance is inferred, but not proved. 
                                                              Enrico Aidala 
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Patents by John B. Wortham 
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Photography by John B. Wortham 
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