WORTHAM, John B. (update)
Asst. Surgeon
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hrough an unfortunate and much regretted

oversight by the author of Confederate
Quartermasters, Commissaries, and Agents, the
research on John B. Wortham by Enrico Aidala was
omitted from the Second Edition. The records for
Wortham in the National Archives are sparse. We are
fortunate to have the following information courtesy
of Mr. Aidala. The electronic file addendums to the
Second Edition allow us the luxury of space to show
the types of documents found in the files for Officers
in the website Fold3.com. McNeil
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The seller told me he bought this note in
Gettysburg, as signed by John Wortham of the 4"
Regiment of the Alabama Volunteer Infantry.

| was able, with the nice help of Mr. Rick
Bryant, from Portland, Oregon, to retrace his history,
as shown below.
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John B. Wortham was born in Wilson
County, Tennessee (father: William H. Wortham;
mother: Lucy K. Harris), in 1840, according to the
Census Records and to the Confederate Records ||
suppose the birth date on FindaGrave is wrong, while
the death date is correct] (see Find a Grave
http://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi ?page=gr&
GRid=96393043).

At some point prior to 1850 the family
moved to Madison County, Alabama, where they are
found on the 1850 census, at Huntsville. On the 1860
census, they are till in Madison County where John
B. Wortham practiced medicing, District No. 1,
Madison Co, Alabama.

In 1861 he obtained his M.D. degree at
Jefferson Medical College, Philadel phia,
Pennsylvania (from Alabama). On April 26", 1861 he
joined Company F of the 4™ Alabama Infantry, a
volunteer unit, as a private; Company F wasraised in
Madison County. See below the jacket envelope and

cards of Confederate Records [also check data from
Alabama Civil War Service Database at
http://www.archives.state.al .ug/civilwar/soldier.cfm?i
d=226268]
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John B. Wortham was enlisted at the age of
21 years old, under the command of Capt. Egbert J.
Jones. He was single at that time and he was listed as
physician. He was present in the Regiment for about
one year; he participated to the Battle of 1¥ Manassas
on July 21%, 1861, where Capt. Egbert J. Jones was
mortally wounded and to the Battle of Eltham’'s
Landing on May 7", 1862. He is listed as absent
(“left sick Camp Jones’) from the Company from
September 18", 1861 to December 1861, but he was
regularly paid on October 31%, 1861.

In May 1862, after the Battle of 1%
Manassas, he went to Richmond for his medical
examination. The date of application of May 28"
1862, seen in the Record above, most probably is the



date when he left the Camp for Richmond. This
information was borrowed from the Archives of the
State of Alabama. The period covered from the date
the company was organized until January 1%, 1865.
This record was made December 31%, 1864, during a
long period of stalemate, when the opposing armies
were entrenched near Richmond for months. The
governor of the State of Alabama ordered all
Alabama volunteer units to compile a complete list of
all members of each command to include anyone
who had served in the command at any time up until
then. These records were not a part of the records of
the Confederate Army, but were sent back to the
governor in Montgomery, and they later were placed
in the archives of the state. The clerk of his company
would have had no way of knowing his actual
appointment date, so he used the only date that he
had in his record to account for what happened to Dr.
Wortham.
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His records from the Provisional Army of
the Confederate States (PACS) clearly show his
appointment date as August 16", 1862, with his date
of rank being back-dated to June 18", 1862. That is
likely the date that he passed his medical exam and
from which date he would receive the pay of a
Captain in the Cavalry - the rank that Assistant
Surgeons carried. The records from PACS state also
to see data from the 2™ Battery, Maryland Artillery,
where he was assigned from June 18", 1862, as
Assistant Surgeon.
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On February 25", 1863 “Assistant surgeon
J. B. Wortham, Provisional Army Confederate States,
will proceed without delay to Fredericksburg, Va,
and report to Major-General J. E. B. Stuart,
commanding cavalry division, for tria before court-
martial.” [Special Order 47/25]. | cannot find, in any
way, the reason for thistrial!



Among the PACS data, there is a document
of REQUISITION FOR FORAGE for Surgeon J. B.
Wortham issued 14th July 1863. In this document, as
well as in his Parole of Honor we could see his
signature.
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He was assigned as the surgeon of the 2™
Artillery Company, usually known as the Baltimore
Battery, part of the Lomax Horse Artillery, a field
organization composed by independent batteries,
while some cards, late in 1865, including his Parole
of Honor, refer to another artillery unit, the Stewart
Horse Artillery, as written on the cards (I cannot find
anything about this unit. Maybe it is an error for the
Stuart’s Horse Artillery, Virginia?). Here you can see
three documents referring to 2™ Md Arty or
Baltimore Arty or Lomax Horse Attillery, dated
1862-1864; the last document, dated 1865 refers to
Stewarts Horse Arty.
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The 2™ Artillery Company was active at
Yellow Tavern, Catoctin Mountain, Frederick,
Poolesville, and in McCaudand’'s raid on
Chambersburg. Later it served as infantry in the
trenches of Petersburg. It lost 1 killed and 2 wounded
at Malvern Hill, had 106 men in action at Gettysburg,
and surrendered with only 1 man.

At the battle of Yellow Tavern, on May 11",
1864, Dr. Wortham was the protagonist of an act of
courage, described in two books: The Maryland Line
in the Confederate Army 1861-1865 by W. W.
Goldsborough and the The Spotsylvania Campaign
by Gary W. Gallagher.

“On the 11" the battery took position at
Yellow Tavern, and soon after the enemy made his
appearance in force. A heavy encounter ensued, when
the battery was retired about half a mile. For a time
therewas alull in the fighting; but upon the arrival of
Gengral Stuart it was again ordered forward,
supported by the cavalry, and took position to the left
of the Brook turnpike, directly in Sheridan’s front.
The battle was then renewed with great fury. ...Hour
after hour this savage fight was waged, but no man
faltered at his post, though the groans of the wounded
and dying, and the shrieks of maimed and
disemboweled horses, were enough to appall the
stoutest heart. But General Stuart was there, watching
with an anxious eye that little command, upon which
so much depended, and they fought on, undismayed,
despite the frightful scenes around them. ...Stuart
had witnessed it al whilst ralying his broken
cavalry, when seizing the colors of the First Virginia,
he rode forward, exclaiming, ‘Charge, Virginians,
and save those brave Marylanders ! Alag! it was his
last command on the field of battle, for at the instant
he received a pistol shot, and was conveyed mortally
wounded from the field, when his men precipitately
retreated. Nevertheless, in the confuson and
excitement of the moment, Lieutenant McNulty, with
some of the gallant fellows, actually drove two pieces
off in triumph, despite the efforts of the enemy to
prevent them. In this desperate battle at Yellow
Tavern, the battery suffered the loss of many men
and horses, and two guns, and its brave commander
was a prisoner in the enemy’s hands. Many were the
acts of individual heroism displayed whilst the battle
lasted, one of which | will narrate: During the hottest
of the fight Private John Hayden was struck by a
piece of shell, and dreadfully mangled, and would
have bled to death in a few minutes had not the
surgeon of the battery, Dr. Wortham, carried him on
his back into the woods and stanched the
hemorrhage. In a short time the enemy had
possession of the field, but carefully concealing
himself and his charge until they had passed on, he
that night carried Hayden to a place of safety, where

he eventually recovered. With the two guns saved
from the wreck of the battery, Lieutenant McNulty
crossed the Chickahominy, closely pursued, and took
position on the right of the road, commanding the
bridge, where, by a vigorous fire, he checked the
enemy’s advance and covered the retreat. McNulty
then pushed on to Old Church and joined the main
body, which had been there reassembled. On the 13"
he was ordered to Hanover Junction, where he joined
the army of Genera Lee, with which he remained
until after the battle of Cold Harbor, when he was
ordered to Early’'s command in the Valley of
Virginia” And the following from Gallagher:

“It was about 4:00 PM when Custer’s six-
regiment strike force moved into Stuart’s line of
sight. A section of artillery near Yellow Tavern tried
to soften the Confederate position. Its shells fell
among the Baltimore Light Artillery with both
freqguency and effect. Shrapnel tore enough the
battery’s horses, dliciting shrieks unnerving enough
‘to appal the stoutest heart.” The shells also sought
out humans. A fragment badly smashed Pvt. John F.
Hayden's shoulder. The battery surgeon, Dr. John B.
Wortham, heroically hoisted Hayden onto his back
and staggered off with him into the relative shelter
offered by nearby woods, where he managed to stop
the bleeding and save Hayden's life. Back at the
battery their comrades finally found the range and
made Y ellow Tavern ‘adecidedly hot place’.”

On May 8" 1865 he was Paroled as
Surgeon, Stuart’s Horse Artillery, Winchester, VA
[Description: Height: 6 feet; Complexion: fair; Hair:
dark; Eyes: hazel]. Hereis again his signature.

Head Quarters Army of the Shenandoah,




On April 25" 1866 he married, Sarah
Roberta Baker, Frederick County, Virginia. On May
28" 1867, Dr. Wortham received patent No. 65322
for his invention Improvement in Lamp-Burners,
while hewas still living in Huntsville, Alabama.

Between 1867 and 1870 he moved to
Frederick Co, Virginia, and in 1870 he was practicing
medicine in Stonewall Township, Frederick Co,
Virginia. Later, on July 31%, 1883, Dr. Wortham
received another patent, No. 282144, for his
invention of Syringe Piston, and at that moment he
was living in Winchester City, Frederick Co, Virginia
(see the patent illustrations at the end).

On the 1870 census, he appears, along with
hiswife, Roberta, and 2 year old daughter Norma Lee
(written as Norman Lee), in Winchester City,
Frederick Co, Virginia, the place where he lived until
his death and where he was buried. Here he aso
worked as a photographer (see some examples
below). As doctors did not necessarily make very
much money then, he may have started photography
as a hobby, and then found he could supplement his
income by becoming a professional photographer.

In January 1888 his wife Sarah died and Dr.
Wortham died on August 12", 1889: he committed
suicide and this was unexpected. Perhaps he acted
upon a broken heart? The Georgia Enterprise, August
22" 1889 wrote: “Dr. J. B. Wortham, a prominent
citizen of Winchester, Va, committed suicide
Monday, by shooting himself through the head. No
cause is assigned for the dead.” The New York Times
also wrote about his death:

A PHYSICIAN'S SUICIDE.
WINCHESTER, Va., Aug. 12.—Dr. J. B. Wortham,
a promicent citizen, committed suiocide to-day
by sbooting himself through the head. He at-
tended chureh last night, and was found in his
room at 5 o’elock this afternoon in bed, un-

dressed, with the pistol in his hand. Tne aectis
supposed to have been committed betweon 12
and 1 o’clock this morning. He was a native of
Huntsville, Ala., and was a surgeon in the Con-
federate Army, and remained here after the war,
His wile died several years aro. He leaves a
daughter eighteen years of age. A Coroner's
inquest was deemed unnecessars.

He is buried in Mount Hebron Cemetery,
Winchester City, Virginia.

Conclusion

My research has got the purpose to show the
fascinating history of Dr. J. B. Wortham, a
Confederate Surgeon who was a soldier, a physician,
a hero and also an inventor and a photographer. |
bought a note with a signature | believe it is his
signature, but | would wait for your respected
opinions. Since the endorsement doesn’t show a date,
| believe issuance isinferred, but not proved.

Enrico Aidala
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JOHN B. WORTHAM, OF HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA.
Lettsrs Potent N 05,322, dated Mag 28, 1867

IMFROVEMENT I LAMP-BURNERS.

=

The Sclrvde relyeeey Go in fpese Letters Patent mk wabing poct of G sme,

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCRRN1

T it knswn that T, Jous B, Worrmau, of Hunisvllle, in the Stato of Alatams, have invented o sertatn new and
usifal Tmprovement in Lnmpa{ and I do lovehy doelaro thot the following 1= & fall, elear, end axsot description
of the snme, reforenss heing had to the nooampanying drawings, asd to she Intters and marks thereon, which
snid drawings form pare of this specifioation, snd show my jmprovement as pppiied o & lomp, and o detail—

Figare § thoreof being s view in elevatlon of o barnor ateached to the apper park of the lamp.

Fignre 2 being o viow of un inner part of the burner.

Fignre & being o viow of the wisk-tnbo and plate; il

ﬁEm—e 4, a wiew of the reutilating pollarsr qﬂjrlﬂun

In el of these Bguren like porss are indicnteld by Ve Iotters,

My invention is mors partizularly intoaded to b used on lamps for Burning coal oil, but may be nsed in
Tamps of any vonsicnstion snd designed Tor nny other il or uminating Muide: My improvement will reader
sey lnmp sale and pon-oxplonive, wod will afford o olear and pool Same, and free and Tl aupply of abr thereta.

The wick-tube a i firmby Sxed to the plate b, o that its joint is airtight,  This weyx ba produced by havieg
the two pieces fitting closely tagether and then burnished, or, in cass the tube is vousd, by Bnely-oui zerew-
threade. Uipen the wdge of the plato & nre teeth, which, na the ventilating onllar or eylinder ¢ i8 moved up or
down, fit into the abota of that eylinder, and f-so thom from any soot or other matter that seoally tonds to fill up or
clog the ventilator, This eplinder ¢ surromsils the hody part 4 of the borner, sad may bo mowed ap and down
therson, so hat the lamp fny be it withoot elovating the eap e A aoiled spring. f; surromnis the body part
d, the ufpor md of whick iz afizad to the body ot m, while the lewer end 2" is affixed Lo the lower and part of
the wontilating eylinder ¢, Tha fiteing of the lower erd of tBis spring to the eylinder ¢ I3 ind featod by thie dottei
lines in fi. 4. The tendengy of this spring fa to elevoto thn oylinder.e, and te keep it upper edge b oontact
with the eop g, Dthor means then this apring may o wsed in aomesase; and on some lamps only fristion-plates
or springs woald anawer, T the body part o are afized plates, tha oua, g, being foc the binge of the cap, swid
the athar, & for the ostch. A small plate; o, oo the aap, whor the cap in theown fally up, a8 is represented by
the ved lines in fig. 1, will Bt into the space butwoen tha plate 7 os the cyllndar & and the sidea of the cylindor,
and thus holl the cap wp. As thip burner will be air-tight, holos & through the body part, a3 indieatsd in
fig. 2, will allow air to goss it the lamp as the oil i consnmed, sad konoo thers oan by no ohnnes for exploaton,
Wheen the eylinder ¢ in pressed down, the plate b van casfly by broshed off, aud the literior of the burner readily
be cleaned. The dilfarent positions of the cap and the exiinder nod the parts of the bureer sre Fully indizatod
by the Black lines In tho ome case, and the red lines in the aother case of fig. 1. In globe oe #athonary lamps
hi# barner can ba readily kit without disterbing the onp or dhimoey or globe.

What T cluim s my inventlon, and desire to ascaro by Lotters Patent, ls—

L. The ventilatisy eollar dr eylinder & constencted nnd operated and fyr the perposos substantinlly na
Bingnin rewited.

%, Tn gombination with the eylindor o, the tosibil edge of the plate b or its aquivelent.

8. Tho plates ¢ and § for holding the cap open, oa deseribed.

i Jivn &l i Jepril, THET,
This specticstion signed this bth day of April, 1 B WORTHAM.
Witneages
Tins. T. EvERzeT,
Jony O, Proniek,



J. B. WORTHAM,
Lamp Burner,
No. 65,322, Patented May 28, 1867,
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UNITED STATES

PaTeEnT OFFICE.

JOHN B. WORTHAM, OF WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF
TO GEORGE 8. CRANE, OF SAME PLACE. -

SYRINGE=-PISTON.

S?ECIFIC&TION forming part of Letters Patent No. 282,144, dated July 31, 1BES.
: Application ﬁlcd. ‘May 25, 1833, (No-model.)

To all whom it may concermn.:.

Be it known that I, JoEN B. WORTHAM, &
citizen of the United States, residing at 'Win-
chester, in the county of Frederick and State
of Virginia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Pistons, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention has for its object the provis-
ion of an anti-regurgitating expansible piston,
adapted to be operated whilewithin the work-

- ing-eylinder, and without removal therefrom,

15
20
| '..25
30

35

from outside said cylinder.

Before my invention pistons have been vari-
ously constructed torenderthem expansible—
as, for example, by malking them of elastic ma-
terial adapted to be spread.- by an adjustable
conical rod; and such-a piston has been ar-
ranged upon a tube through which and the
piston the conical rod projects and isoperable
exteriorly of the cylinder without removal of
the piston therefrom. Regurgitationhas been
prevented, in a measure, atleast, by construct-
ing the piston of reversed cups; but no pro-
vision has been made in such pistonsfor com-
pensating by adjustment or expansion for wear,
and fer insuring a-tight or close fit of the pis-
ton in its eylinder.

Referring to a single application of my in-
vention, the piston of a hypodermic syringe
must fit its cylinder with great accuracy in
order to discharge the full guantity of the
small contents of the syringe, and-such a pis-
ton must be capable-of a very ready adjust-
ment to insure such fit; and stating my inven-
tion with reference to such a use thereof, it

- consists of a piston composed of reversed cups

40

45

50

of leather or equivalent flexible, soft, yielding
material expansible under the action-of a coni-
cal tube adjustable on the piston-rod, and con-
structed and arranged as hereinafter specifi-
cally set forth and claimed, to insure an aceu-
rate fit of the piston in the cylinder and pre-
vent regurgitation of the liquid to be injected.

In the accompanying drawings, in the sev-
eral figures of which like parts are similarly
designated, Figure 1 is a perspective view of
the piston, rod, adjusting or expanding tube,
and cylinder-cap detached, illustrating my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the

adjusting or expanding tube; Fig. 3,a per-.

spective view of the piston-rod; Fig. 4, a per-

| spectiveview of the upper member of the pis-

ton; Fig. 5, a perspective view of the lower
member of the piston; Fig. 6, a perspective
view of the nut-to hold the piston to its rod; 55
Figs. 7 and 8, perspective views of the cap
and body or cylinder of a hypodermie syringe.

Tig. 9 is a longitudinal section, enlarged, of a

hypodermicsyringe (the needle being omitted)
illustrating one application of my invention; 6o
and Figs. 10 and 11 perspective views of other
forms of the upper member of the piston.

The letter a designates ascrew-threaded rod
extending through an interiorly screw-thread-
ed tube, b, which isadjustable or movablelon- 65
gitudinally upon said rod by engagement with
its thread, and for convenience in effecting such
adjustment said tube may have a milled head,
¢, by which it may be rotated. The exterior
of the tube b is smooth and adapted to fit a 70
cap, gland, or box, d, of a working-cylinder or '
pump-barrel, e, forthe piston. Therod aand
the tube b jointly constitute the piston-rod,
and suitable provision, as a button or knob, £, -
is made for reciprocating said rod in its cyl- 75
inder. The lower end of the rod « is shoul-
dered at ¢, and below said shoulder is prefer-
ably reduced in diameter and threaded at h.
The lower end of the tube b is made conical,
or provided with a wedge, (hérein designated 8o
by 4.) -
Th)e upper member, k, of my piston is a rect-
angular or equivalent bit of leather or like
soft flexible substantially inelastic material,

.perforated to fit on the serew &, up against the 8g

shoulder g, around which and the rod it is
shaped or molded into essentially a split tube,
one end (the lower) being closed, (against the
shoulderg,) and the other (the uppermost) be-
ing open. The lower auxiliary or working- go
face member, [, of the piston is a smaller re-
versed cup or tube, which may be cut and
shaped of sole-leather, and is secured upon
the serew N, with its base against the closed
end of member &, by anut, m, within, inclosed 95
or surrounded by it. :

Any expansion of a piston at its lower end
which would tend to increase the diameter
and ecirecumference of the lower part with a
gradually-diminigshing diameter upward would 1oo
have the effect of badly binding the piston as
it is projected to discharge the contents of a
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cylinder; but I find that the expansion of the
piston in theexact opposite effects an easy pro-
Jeetion of the piston without in the least de-
preciating the tightness of fit necessary to in-
5 sure the discharge of the contents, and at the
same time completely curing or obviating that
regurgitation common in many kinds of hand-
pumps, syringes, and the like. I therefore
arrange the cone or wedge ¢ so as to be longi-

ro tudinally adjustable on the stem or rod «, to

be more or less inserted into the split tube-
like upper member, &, of my piston to expand
said piston initially from its top; but such ex-
pansion is never of so great an extent as to

15 leave any material opening at the meeting

edges of its sides. Now, the inverted cone
formed in my piston by this upper member
not only insures the proper discharge of the
contents of the cylinderand prevents regurgi-

20 tation, but it imparts an increased suctional

action to the piston, as it insures tight fit in
the barrel or cylinder.

The adjustment of the cone ¢ for the ex pan-
sion or contraction of the piston iseffected by

25 the rotation of the tube b upon therod , which

is performed outside the cylinder or barrel
without removal of the piston.

The rod a and tube b may be threaded to
the extentshown, or to aless extent, sufficient,

30 however, to enable the cone or wedge to be in-

serted the required distance in the washer or

piston member k. . '
In Fig. 10 I have shown a preferred form of

upper member or washer, %, it differing from

35 that hereinbefore described in having its slits

made diagonal, or the meeting edges beveled
or skived, so as to overlap and thus insure the
registering of these edges. This upper mem-
ber of the piston may also be made as an un-

cut thimble without slits, as in Fig. 11, and
its expansion provided for by its elasticity, or
quality of being stretched under the opera-
tion of" the wedge. :

‘What I claim is—

1. A piston composed of two inverted-cup-
shaped members placed base to base upon the
piston-rod and secured thereon, combined with
an adjustable wedge o1 cone movable within
the upper member of said piston to expand
said member, substantially as deseribed.

2. The combination, substantially as shown
and deseribed, of a piston having a tube-like
upper member, and a lower auxiliary member
or working-face, with-a rod or stem to which
they are secured, and a cone or wed ge adjust-
able upon said rod or stem exteriorly of the
barrel or working-cylinder, to vary the cireum-
ference or diameter of said upper member.

3. The combination, substantially as shown

and described, of a threaded rod or stem, «,-
shouldered at itslowerend, and provided with

a contracted threaded portion, &, an interiorly-
threaded tube, b, arranged npon said rod, and
provided with a cone or wedge at its lower
end, and an operating device to rotate it upon
the rod or stem and thereby adjust it longi-
tudinally upon the same, and a two-part pis-
ton secured to said rod or stem, with its upper
bart or member adapted to receive within it

‘the cone or wedge of theadjustable tube b, to

be by its adjustment varied in diameter, as
and for the purpose specified. :
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 24th day of May, A. D. 1883.
J. B. WORTHAM.
Witnesses :
G. W. Grin,
MEREDITH FORNEY,
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(No Modei.)

J. B. WORTHAM.
~ SYRINGE PISTON.

No. 282,144, Patented July 31. 1883.
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Photography by John B. Wortham
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